
I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THIS LAND,
BOTH PAST AND PRESENT , THE GADIGAL PEOPLE OF THE EORA NATION. 
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Before we begin, I suggest you
look down. Below the concrete
paths and the trimmed lawn.
You’re standing in Eora
country, home of the Gadigal
people (Kohen 1995, p. 38).

This land has supported
communities for tens of
thousands of years, and
although the last two centuries
have seen the landscape
undergo considerable changes,
this country remains culturally
and historically significant for
both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people alike. 

All images/art by Caitlin Hopkins
unless otherwise mentioned.



We start the walk from the southern end of Bronte beach. Follow the path to the
end of the beach and you will see a carved out sandstone cave on the northern tip
of the headland, adjacent to the stairs. Generations of heavy surf have eroded out
the side of this cave, leaving a hollow, smooth surface. Along this walk you will
see several rock formations like the north Bronte cave, all of which are considered
to be fishing shelters once used by the Gadigal people (Waverley Council 2008, p.
1 ).  

From this, follow the stairs on the coastal path around the curved headland to
Tamarama. Along the path you will see a plaque in front Mackenzie’s Bay with a
whale creation story by Dharawal Elder, Beverly Timbery Beller (Norris 2007b,
para. 2). 

When you continue along the path to Mackenzie’s Point you will see the grassy banks
of Mark Park. Walk path past this for another 20 metres until the headland wraps
around. If you climb over the handrail you will see a large figure that Aunty Beverly
described in her story, carved into the sandstone rock surface.

The engraving is generally described as a whale, however Norris (2007b, para. 2) says
because of it’s gills it is more likely to be a basking shark or sea ray along with a smaller
fish.

The stretch of coastline is called Tamarama, which is derived from the Dharug phrase
‘Gamma Gamma’ or storm. This area was an important hunting ground for the Gadigal
people, providing plenty of good ‘badal-ya’ [food] from the sea (McCormack 2008, para.
8) (Waverley  Council 2008, p.1). European settler Obed West’s memoirs from 1882,
stated that local Gadigal men would walk from Sydney Harbour to Bondi with canoes
on their heads looking for some fish to ‘patá’ [eat] (McCormack 2008, para. 2) (William
Dawes Notebooks 2016). 



As we continue along the path we arrive in Bondi. Bondi is a Dharug word for ‘club’,
as it was a “place where a fight with nullas [clubs] took place” (cited in McCormack
2008, para. 1) (Koch & Hercus 2009, p. 60). However the ‘club’ is not what Bondi is
most famed for in it’s archaeological history.

A storm in the 1890’s swept the Bondi sand dunes to the roadside, leaving behind a
large midden and the discovery of stone tools, known as ‘Bondi Points’ (Meadows
1999, p. 2) (Attenbrow 2010, p.6). The Bondi points are sharp backed stone artefacts
that functioned as incising, drilling and cutting tools that could be used on bone,
woods and other plant matter (Attenbrow 2010, p.101). The use of these tools are
thought to date back to over 2,000 years ago, providing evidence of occupation on
the land for many generations – no Terra Nullius here !(Attenbrow 2010, p.101) 
 

Bondi Points. Pictured by Dr Vincent Clark

As we continue along to Bondi Beach take time to notice the earth beneath your
feet. This soil was once nature’s dining table, holding remnants of meals held
thousands of years ago (Waverley Council 2008, p. 1). Gadigal people would feast
on fish from the nearby stream in Tamarama gully and eat shellfish from the
rocks around the headland (Waverley Council 2008, p. 1). Two large middens
have been found under the Bondi Promenade and Tamarama headland,
uncovering shell deposits from generations of ‘badal-ya’ (McCormack 2008,
para. 8) (Waverley Council 2008, p.1).

Access to the ancient Tamarama campsite is restricted due to archaeological
significance. According to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (cited in
Waverley Council 2008, p.1 ), the site is protected because of its unique features;
‘beachside shelters with midden deposits are rare on the Tasman Sea coast’. 



Continue along the sand and make your way up to the northern end of Bondi Beach.
Follow the rocks along the edge of the beach and head towards the aluminium boats at
the Ben Buckler fishing club shed. Once you reach the fishing club you will see a set of
stairs, the small rock next to the stairs holds another engraving site.

The last visible engraving left on the site holds a small turtle. Erosion and silt have
caused the former carvings to disappear, which included a whale and two large figures,
which were cited as either eels or shields (Attenbrow 2010, p. 171).

 After visiting the Ben Buckler site, walk up to the road and follow Ramsgate Avenue to
Military Road, past the Bondi Golf Club and up the hill to the golf course and sewerage
treatment works. If you are feeling lost look up for the large chimney of the treatment
works, as this will be your point of reference.  
 



Once you have made it to the golf course make your way directly towards the cliff
adjacent to the chimney, here you will find an enormous 60 metre engraving site with
an estimated 87 figures (Attenbrow, 2010, p. 168).
 
This site, similar to those previously visited has a marine influence, displaying the
importance of the coastline for the Gadigal people. You will see a large depiction of a
human-like figure is seen next to an eight-metre shark outline; this is said to be the
first record of a shark attack (Hinkson 2010, p. 86).  However if you notice you will see a
tail from the bottom of the human figure, making it appear to be either an iguana-like
specimen or a creation ancestor (Norris 2007a, para. 14).  

You will also see a grey nurse and a great white shark, species of fish, such as groper
and a boomerang engraving.  All carvings had been crafted by the ‘pecking’ technique
in which small holes are ‘pecked’ into rocks with a sharp shell or stone and then
connected by filing in the grooves (Meadows 1999, p.2). 



As you continue along the engraving site you may notice a line of ‘mundoes’ carved
on the eastern edge of the surface (Norris 2007a, para. 14). The ‘mundoes’ are long
oval footprints that appear in a trail along the rock surface.  These tracks represent
the path that a young boy, or ‘wengern’ must take to become a man ‘múlla’ (William
Dawes Notebooks 2016) (Norris 2007a, para. 14). ‘Mundoes’ have been historically
linked to sacred initiation sites where the ‘bora’ ceremonies would take place (Kenny
2012).

 As well as transitioning one into manhood, bora ceremonies brought together clans
from different social and language groups (Kenny 2012, p. 138). Bora ceremonies
involved both men and women and could extend over weeks at a time (Kenny 2012,
p. 138). The processions were fundamental for “education, authority affirmation,
social and territorial control and governance, where laws and values were made
explicit” (Kenny 2012, p. 138).

 When you then consider the important role of a bora ceremonial ground within
Aboriginal culture, this North Bondi site can be seen as a vital and sacred ground for
Aboriginal people across all cultural and language borders.

 



Although this tour comes to an end, I feel it is important to reflect on what you have
seen. I will provide you with a quote from Woodford (2008, p. 141):

 
“Our skyscrapers are built on foundations

of stone tools, our parks are filled with
rock art, we do yoga on middens, we park
cars beside giant whales and little hands

from long ago wave at us from stone walls.
The original culture drifts over, under and

through the city like a mist –
acknowledged or ignored, it has not gone

away. It will not go away.” 

What do you think? 
Almost all of the engravings have been re-grooved by Council in the 1960s.
There are conflicting views on this. Do you see the re-grooving as a form of
remembering and honouring the sites history or do you think its best to
leave the engravings and preserving them in their natural state?    



reference list:
Attenbrow, V 2010, Sydney’s Aboriginal Past: Investigating Archaeological and Historical Records,
2nd edn, University of New South Wales Press, Sydney.

Hinkson, M 2010, Aboriginal Sydney: A Guide to Important Places of the Past and Present,
Aboriginal Studies Press, Canberra.

 Kenny, A 2012, ‘The Society at Bora Ceremonies: A Manifestation of a Body of Traditional
Law and Custom in Aboriginal Australia Relevant to Native Title Case Law’, Oceania, vol. 82,
no. 2, pp. 129-151, accessed 27 October 2016,
http://search.proquest.com.wwwproxy0.library.unsw.edu.au/docview/1030268596/fulltextP
DF/F5C40E825FA04D35PQ/1?accountid=12763.

 Koch, H & Hercus L 2009, Aboriginal Placenames: Naming and Re-naming the Australian Landscape,
Australian National University E Press, accessed 27 October 2016,
http://epress.anu.edu.au/placenames_citation.html.

 Kohen, J.L 1995, ‘Mapping Aboriginal linguistic and clan boundaries in the Sydney region’,
The Globe, vol. 1, no. 41, pp. 32-39, accessed 27 October 2016,
http://search.informit.com.au.wwwproxy0.library.unsw.edu.au/documentSummary;dn=95
0807730;res=IELAPA.

McCormack, T 2008, Bondi rock carvings, Dictionary of Sydney, accessed 27 October 2016,
http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/bondi_rock_carvings.

Meadows, E 1999, Aboriginal History of the Waverley Area, Waverley Library, accessed 27
October 2016,
http://www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/8659/Aboriginal_History_of
_the_Waverley_Area.pdf.

 Norris, R 2007a, Bondi Golf Course engraving site, Australian Telescope National Facility,
accessed 27 October 2016,
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/people/Ray.Norris/SydneyRockArt/sites/BondiGolfCourse/index.
htm.

 Norris, R 2007b, Tamarama Engraving Site, Australian Telescope National Facility, accessed
27 October 2016,
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/people/Ray.Norris/SydneyRockArt/sites/Tamarama/index.htm.

 Waverley Council 2009, Tamarama: A brief history, accessed 27 October 2016,
http://www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/8750/Tamarama.pdf.

William Dawes Notebooks 2016, Topical Index, Aboriginal Affairs NSW, accessed 27 October
2016, http://www.williamdawes.org/indexes.html.

 Woodford, J 2008, ‘What Lies Beneath’, Griffith Review, vol. 20, no. 2, pp. 136-141, accessed 27
October 2016, https://griffithreview.com/articles/what-lies-beneath/ .    


